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manded, they usually found themselves well provided with most
of the dross of the press, while the really vital works had usually
to be bought from the publishers, since every effort was made to
avoid depositing these works. The more specialized libraries like
the Faculty of Advocates, the King's Inns, and Sion College,
constantly received works which were of no use to them. Yet any
attempts at selection as were supposed to be made under the Act
of 1814, inevitably led to disastrous results. Between 1814-17
the following works, among many others, had been rejected as
worthless by the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge:

A Beethoven sonata, Byron's Siege of Corinth^ Leigh Hunt's
Story of Rimini, Wordsworth's Thanksgiving Ode, Peacock's
Headlong Hall, Ossian's Fingal, Maria Edgeworth's Parents9
Assistant, Jane Austen's Emma^ and Scott's Antiquary *

Moreover, quite apart from the irritating delays experienced
in demanding and waiting for the reception of the copies from
Stationers* Hall, a fact obviously prejudicial to the usefulness of
the libraries, there were the distinct disadvantages that the privi-
lege brought in only one copy of a work, no foreign works were
received, and the possession of the privilege tended to dry up aH
sources of private donations.

Some of the libraries, therefore, were quite willing to com-
mute their right for an annual grant. This commutation would
allow them to buy more than one copy of the books, pamphlets,
and periodicals, English and foreign, both current and of the past,
that were in greatest demand among their readers, and free them
in future from the expensive obligation to bind, catalogue and
store works for which they had little or no use at all.

Early in the July of 1832 there was mooted a scheme for the
interchange of new publications between the Biblioth&jue
Royale* in Paris and the British Museum in London, and it was
proposed that the right of one of the Scottish universities should
be purchased for this purpose.*

A letter from Lord Pahnerston, dated 13 July 1832, diplo-
matically hinting at these matters, was sent to Lord

fa
6 March and 9 April 1818. EM. 515 / 20. (11-12).
1 Now known as the Bibliothfcque Nattooftk.
*  Seeposttp. 131.
*  See Letter post, p. 316.